LEMPEN PUPPET THEATRE COMPANY                                        INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS
THE RAINBOW FOREST

Story / Puppets:  Liz and Daniel Lempen (2000)

Direction:  Liz Humphry-Williams 

Music:  Paul Barker
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Azar is the King of the Monkeys – the newly appointed guardian of the Rainbow Tree, which is the source of all the life in the Rainbow Forest. So what is he doing in the cage of eccentric keeper Jack Greenwood at Lempen Zoo? Through Azar’s visionary dreams and the crazy adventures of ‘Jack the treasure seeking adventurer’ we learn about where he has come from and where he is going. Watch out here comes the forest!

This is a story full of fantasy, magic and adventure where facts, fun and wonderment have been neatly woven into an entertaining tale that will show us the amazing world of our rainforests. A combination of delightful puppetry, original music and subtle lighting and sound effects.

Suitability:  

5+      

Duration:  

60 minutes   (80minutes with talk for K2)   
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Performance area: 
5m x 4m (blackout if possible)
LEMPEN PUPPET THEATRE COMPANY, founded in 1987, is one of Britain’s great touring theatre companies performing all over the UK and Europe.

Professionally trained in puppetry, mime, music, mask and sculpture, they specialise in modern day myths that connect the imagination to real and contemporary issues. Original stories, with music and subtle lighting, form the backbone of their style and they are com-mitted to producing entertaining, quality theatre for children and family audiences.



Apart from performing in Theatres, Arts Centres, Community Venues and Schools all over the UK, this show has also been invited to:

Various Theatres and Schools in Switzerland 2001 & 2003

International Puppet Theatre Festival in Hamburg, Germany 2000

European Ecology Symposium in Athens, Greece 2001

International Puppet Festival in Mistelbach, Austria 2002

Elbe-Elster Puppet Festival in Eastern Germany 2003

International Puppet Festival in Dolni Poustevna, Czech Republic 2003

Technicalities

· I will arrive 2.5 hours before the performance (min. 2 hours set up time). Please have performing area clear and ready for me 
· to set up.

· The performance lasts 1 hour

· Performance space required: 5m width, 4m depth, 2.7m height

· Ideally the show is performed in a darkened room. If there are a few windows that need to be covered I do bring some blacking out materials and I can do this. However if the windows are exceptionally high or there are many of them, I may need to borrow a ladder and would appreciate some advance warning so that extra time can be allowed. 

· Get out is just over 1 hour.

The show

‘The Rainbow Forest’ is an entertaining performance for 5-12 year olds. It is a very theatrical show with an interesting mix of acting and puppetry and subtle sound and lighting effects. It is a one person show, and is performed with a variety of puppets, including improvised puppets made out of everyday objects, stick / rod puppets, glove puppets and more complex table top puppets.

Although the show is mainly an ‘entertainment’, it also touches on the real threat to our rainforests and looks into a zoo environment. Classes might want to discuss any of the following topics in preparation:

a)  Rainforests
· Where are the worlds rainforests? 

· Deforestation of rainforests (who cuts the trees and why)? 

· Role that the rainforests have on the world’s climate.

· What raw materials / plants are extracted from the forests?

· How do we fit into the above. What role do we play?

b) Rainforest Animals
          -  Endangered habitats / creatures.

The animal puppet characters used in the show include: 2 monkeys  /  a tree frog  /  a leaf-cutter ant  /  a monitor lizard  /  a kinkajou (a monkey like animal. But more closely related to bears)  /  a toucan  and  a horned beetle.

c)  Zoos
· What animals are kept in zoos?

· Who looks after the animals?

· Why are there zoos?

· How have zoos changed over the years?

· How do we relate to zoos? What do they mean to us?

c)  Puppets
· What sort of puppets exist? (finger-, hand-, glove-, stick/rod-, string-, table top-, shadow puppets)

· What materials can you use to make puppets?
LEMPEN PUPPET THEATRE COMPANY

28 Belgrave Street, Skipton,  North Yorkshire,  BD23 1QB

Tel / Fax: 01756 797 149                    e-mail: lempen@lempen.co.uk                     www.lempen.co.uk




“The Rainbow Forest is a brilliant show by a virtuoso puppeteer. Daniel Lempen combines artistic excellence with technical expertise to create a truly magical theatre experience in any venue.” 





Alistair Winch, Rural Arts East








For Schools:





Apart from introducing children to stimulating, high quality theatre, the show also looks at the environmental issues of Rainforests, deforestation, habitats and animal conservation.





Included is an additional 20 minutes talk and question session after the performance for K2.





A simple information sheet is available (see below on page 2) for teachers to prepare the children before the show.

















